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Capt Jesse Robilliard

THE short, sharp sting of small 
pellets is helping soldiers from 
8/9RAR fine-tune their urban 
combat skills.

The battalion has fitted Airsoft 
conversion kits to EF88 rifles to 
make training closer to reality.

PL Sgt, Sgt Phillip Brown, 
said the Airsoft rifles feature sev-
eral advantages when conducting 
urban training. 

“When we shoot at another 
combatant, we try to induce the 
psychological and physiological 
stresses that combat places on a 
combatant,” Sgt Brown said.

“It’s very hard to replicate 
that through dry and blank-fire  
training. 

“As soon as you put a com-

batant against another combat-
ant where there is a known pain 
response, if they conduct an incor-
rect drill or exhibit an incorrect 
combat behaviour, then the stress 
of that pain response is what 
we’re looking for, for that com-
batant to deliver the right combat 
behaviour.

“It doesn’t hurt for that long. 
It’s a quick pain, and the soldier 
knows what’s happened.

“They can learn from it and 
then move on.”    

Pte Tua Keely, of 8/9RAR, 
said he enjoyed the opportunity to 
use the EF88 Airsoft rifles. 

“This is the first time I have 
actually done it. It’s awesome 
being able to actually physically 
shoot something instead of having 
the blanks,” Pte Keely said.

“You actually have to put your 
sight to the test to see if you have 
gone through with the drills cor-
rectly, and if you get those targets 
down, then it’s all working.”

The EF88 Airsoft rifles are 
part of a project from Land 125 
Phase 3C.

Sgt Brown said the Airsoft 
rifles complemented 8/9RAR’s 
urban training facility at Gallipoli 
Barracks. 

“Some units have bespoke 
training facilities like ours,” he 
said.

“We have a progression of 
training, starting at pairs, team, 
then as a section.

“We can brief them, and we 
can conduct dry, unopposed and 
opposed training all within a short 
space of time.

“We also have two separate 
training areas, so we can scale the 
environment.”

Pte Keely said the training 
facility was one of the benefits of 
a posting to 8/9RAR. 

“In opposed, where the enemy 
can actually shoot you first if they 
see you properly, being able to get 
there, get the first foot in and get 
the opposing force first is really 
rewarding,” he said.

“I couldn’t believe it when I 
first got here and saw it.

“They’ve done a lot to it now. 
“They can move everything 

around so the rooms are differ-
ent, put doors up, put doors down, 
move furniture and walls. 

“It’s become a really good 
training environment.” 

Lessons learnt 
with sharp sting

Soldiers from 
8/9RAR conduct 
unopposed urban 
warfare training 
using EF88 Airsoft 
rifles at Gallipoli 
Barracks. 
Photo: Pte Jacob Hilton

The EF88 
Airsoft rifles 
are part of a 
project from 
Land 125 
Phase 3C.
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Inquiry submissions encouraged 
ADF personnel are encouraged to 
make a submission to the Royal 
Commission into Defence and 
Veteran Suicide, established on July 
8 by the Federal Government.

In a joint statement to Defence 
staff, CDF Gen Angus Campbell and 
Defence Secretary Greg Moriarty 
said they welcomed the Royal 
Commission and urged personnel to 
participate.

The Royal Commission will be 
led by former NSW Police Deputy 
Commissioner Nick Kaldas and 
will be conducted independently of 
government and the departments of 
Defence and Veterans’ Affairs. It will 
inquire into systemic issues and com-
mon themes related to Defence and 
veteran death by suicide, including the 
possible contribution of pre-service, 
service, transition, separation and 
post-service issues.

Defence has established a task-
force within the Associate Secretary 

Group to coordinate Defence sup-
port to the Royal Commission. The 
taskforce will be responsible for pro-
viding information as requested by 
the commissioners and will support 
Defence witnesses.

Submissions to the Royal 
Commission close on March 22, 
2022. Submissions can be made 
online at defenceveteransuicide. 
royalcommission.gov.au, or, down-
load a printable version and mail it to 
GPO Box 3273, Sydney NSW 2001.

If you are unable to print the 
form, phone the Royal Commission 
on 1800 329 095 (9am to 7pm 
AEST Monday to Friday, excluding 
public holidays) to have a copy of 
the form posted to you. The Royal 
Commission is due to provide an 
interim report on August 11, 2022, 
and a final report on June 15, 2023.

For more information, visit www.defence 
veteransuicide.royalcommission.gov.au

  Lifeline Australia –  
13 11 14

  Suicide Call Back  
Service – 1300 659 467

  Beyond Blue – 1300 224 
636

  MensLine Australia – 
1300 789 978

  Open Arms (for current 
and ex-serving ADF 
personnel and their 
families) – 1800 011 046

  ADF Mental Health 
All-hours Support Line 
(for current serving ADF 
personnel and their 
families) – 1800 628 036

  Safe Zone Support (for 
current and ex-serving 
ADF personnel and their 
families) – 1800 142 072

For help...

THE ADF heavy-lift battlefield avia-
tion capability has been boosted 
with the arrival of two new CH-47F 
Chinooks in Townsville on July 7.

The $595 million investment in 
four new Chinooks will take Army’s 
fleet from 10 to 14 under the acquisi-
tion program.

The first two of the new helicopters 
were delivered to Townsville aboard a 
US C-5M Super Galaxy aircraft. The 
third and fourth helicopters are expect-
ed to arrive in Australia mid-next  
year. 

Minister for Defence Peter Dutton 
welcomed the arrival of the helicopters 
to 5 Avn Regt. 

“The additional helicopters will 
strengthen Army’s airlift capability 
into the future and increase the ADF’s 
ability to support operations globally,” 
Mr Dutton said. 

“The Chinook is Defence’s larg-
est helicopter, with a long and proven 
track record of supporting ADF opera-
tions in Australia, our near region and 
further afield.”

The arrival came about three 
months after the sale was approved.

Mr Dutton said being delivered just 
days before the beginning of Exercise 
Talisman Sabre – the largest bilateral 
combined training activity between the 
ADF and US military – highlighted the 
countries’ excellent strategic working 
relationship.

“By working closely with the 
United States, through streamlined 
processes to rapidly deliver Defence 
capability, the government is demon-
strating its commitment to Defence’s 
strategic objectives and, in this case, 
bolstering Defence’s aviation capabil-
ity,” he said. 

New Chinooks arrive
 Watch video at:  

https://youtu.be/TbxoE2IE9Vw

A new CH-47F Chinook heavy-lift helicopter for Army is unloaded from a US C-5M Super Galaxy at RAAF 
Base Townsville.

The two new 
Chinooks are part 
of an aquisition 
program to boost 
Army’s fleet.
Photos: LCpl Lisa Sherman
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Flt-Lt Clarice Hurren

AUSTRALIA’S largest bilateral 
exercise with the US, Exercise 
Talisman Sabre (TS21), has 
officially commenced, with the 
opening ceremony held at RAAF 
Base Amberley, Queensland, on 
July 14.

Commander ADF Deployable 
Joint  Force HQ, Maj-Gen 
Jake Ellwood, said the high-
end warfighting exercise was 
designed to enhance the interop-
erability between the ADF and 
the US armed forces. 

“Talisman Sabre reflects the 
strength of the Australia-US alli-
ance and the close and enduring 
nature of our military relation-
ship,” Maj-Gen Ellwood said.

“This year’s exercise will 
involve more than 17,000 per-
sonnel from Australia and the 
US, deploying across central and 
northeast Queensland and off the 
east coast of Australia, as well 

as 40 aircraft from the Royal 
Australian Air Force.” 

In addition to the US, forc-
es from Canada, Japan, New 
Zealand, South Korea and the 
UK will participate in TS21, 
and Australia-based personnel 
from India, Indonesia, France 
and Germany will observe the  
exercise. 

A majority of the international 
forces will participate exclusive-
ly offshore, including about 5000 
who will participate as part of a 
US Navy Expeditionary Strike 
Group, in a contactless compo-
nent of the exercise.

TS21 also provides an impor-
tant opportunity for the practice 
of rapid airbase activation and 
subsequent flying operations 
from RAAF Base Scherger in 
Far North Queensland – the Air 
Force’s northern bare base and 
strategic outpost.  

“Talisman Sabre is a major 
undertaking for all participants 

and demonstrates our capacity 
to achieve large-scale operation-
al outcomes, while also dealing 
with a global pandemic,” Maj-
Gen Ellwood said.

“The exercise would not be 
possible without the generous 
cooperation of the community, 
including landowners, local gov-
ernments and traditional owners. 
We are grateful for their ongoing 
support.” 

Gavin Sundwall ,  United 
States Acting Chargé d’Affaires, 
spoke at the opening ceremony 
and said bilateral exercises such 
as TS21 helps maintain trust and 
interoperability among key allies 
through shared experiences and 
tough, realistic training.

“Although this occasion looks 
different than it has in the past 
due to COVID-19, our service-
men and women are still able to 
execute this crucial, high-level, 
bilateral exercise in the pres-
ence of our many allies and  

partners invited to observe,” Mr 
Sundwall said.  

“Now, more than ever, we 
can appreciate the significance 
of essential workers and essential 
work such as this exercise, which 
ensures the future security and 
prosperity of all our nations. 

“In the face of adversity, 
whether it be security concerns, 
combat operations, or humani-
tarian assistance and disaster 
relief efforts, Talisman Sabre has 
proven to us time and time again 
that we are flexible and ready for 
anything.” 

All international military par-
ticipants taking part in the exer-
cise onshore have undertaken the 
mandatory 14 days’ quarantine.

This is the ninth iteration of 
the exercise. 

All Talisman Sabre imagery is available 
at: https://images.defence.gov.au/assets/
Home/Search?Query=%3Fq%3DS20212
000&Type=HomepageAlbum&AlbumNam
e=S20212000

Talisman 
Sabre kicks off 

Ptes Samuel Bennett, left, 
and Jesse Stroud, both of 
1RAR, get ready for Exercise 
Talisman Sabre; and inset, 
Minister for Defence Peter 
Dutton officially opens 
Exercise Talisman Sabre at 
RAAF Base Amberley. 
Photos: LACW Emma Schwenke;  
Sgt Peter Bory

 Watch video at:  
https://youtu.be/gQN2fvcVqO0

Pte Jacob 
Smith, of 

10FSB, lifts 
a Patriot 

Missile onto 
a guided 

missile 
transporter 

vehicle with 
US Army 
soldiers 

before a live-
fire practice 

during 
Exercise 
Talisman 

Sabre. 
Photo: Pte Jacob 

Joseph
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Pte Jacob Joseph

AT FIRST glance, the rectangle 
crates might have looked innoc-
uous, but the two containers 
loaded onto the US transporter 
housed some of the American 
firepower that will soon be 
on display during Exercise 
Talisman Sabre.

The pair of MIM-104 Patriot 
missiles were loaded for trans-
port to a launcher at Shoalwater 
Bay ahead of the exercise in 
which they will be fired for the 
first time in the southern  
hemisphere.

They had been temporar-
ily stored at an ammo point 
commanded by Capt Barend 
Nieuwoudt from 10FSB. 

“There were a lot of checks 
and balances done to get  
these weapons and a lot of 
research to get the technical data 

we require,” Capt Nieuwoudt 
said.  

The Patriot guided surface-
to-air missile was developed 
in the 1980s to defend against 
aircraft and to provide cover for 
NATO forces against the signa-
tories of the Warsaw Pact. 

It was later upgraded to 
intercept tactical ballistic 
missiles and has since been 
deployed to the Middle East by 
the US and its allies. 

Three different types of 
Patriot missiles are in service, 
according to US Army air-
defence artilleryman Staff Sgt 
Brendon Street, with the PAC-2 
Patriot missiles to be fired dur-
ing Talisman Sabre.

“Metal balls inside the mis-
sile shoot out and impact the 
warhead that’s coming in,” Staff 
Sgt Street said. 

During the firing, it is 

planned that missiles will track 
target drones more than 20km 
away at speeds of up to Mach 4. 

Additional live-fire events 
will include M777 Howitzers 
and the US High Mobility 
Artillery Rocket System vehi-
cle-based rocket artillery.  

In another first, the advanced 
field artillery tactical data 
system will coordinate fires 
between Australia and US  
artillery. 

The live-fire will also 
include F/A-18s and naval gun-
fire from Australian, Japanese 
and American ships. 

After the live-fire exercises 
at Shoalwater Bay, an amphibi-
ous landing will be conducted 
at Bowen before cavalry and 
infantry training in Townsville. 
The exercise will finish at the 
end of the month. 

Patriot missile firing a first

Troops ready 
for action

Flt-Lt Chloe Stevenson 

THOUSANDS of troops have deployed 
into the Townsville Field Training Area 
for Exercise Talisman Sabre (TS21), 
conducted every two years with the US 
Defence Force and a number of other 
nations.

This year, Townsville is playing an 
important part in the activity, with mili-
tary personnel setting off from Lavarack 
Barracks. 

Commander 3 Bde Brig Kahlil Fegan 
said his forces were ready to hit the 
ground running with their foreign military 
partners after the exercise began on  
July 14.

“Talisman Sabre is strategically 
important because it’s an opportunity 
to train with one of our key coalition 
partners, the US, in an environment that 
prepares Australian forces for high-end 
warfighting,” Brig Fegan said.

“It’s an opportunity for our soldiers 
– from our senior officers right through 
to our newest soldiers – to operate with 
foreign soldiers and understand how they 
work so if we ever have to work together 
in a contested environment, we can. 

“This year we’ll have the great pleas-
ure of being able to train with a number 
of other nations in our own backyard up 
in the Townsville Field Training Area, up 
in the ranges.”

Explaining the exercise scenario for 
his soldiers, Brig Fegan said, in simple 

terms, it was about helping Australia’s 
neighbours. 

“Our part of the exercise is based 
around the scenario whereby a fictitious 
foreign country, offshore to Australia, is 
dealing with a situation where an enemy 
force has manifested,” he said.

“As a result, the Australian govern-
ment has been asked to send in forces to 
help deal with that threat and restore that 
particular nation to normal Government 
and governance. 

“So that’s the scenario we are dealing 
with this year. It is exceptionally  
complex. 

“There’s a lot of detail in it, and that 
makes the challenge of what we’ll be 
doing with it very exciting.”

Pte Jesse Stroud, of 1RAR, said he 
was excited to get to work out in the 
training area. 

“During Talisman Sabre, I’ll be an 
all-terrain vehicle driver, driving the quad 
bikes, the six-wheelers,” he said.

“The vehicles ferry the stores through-
out Talisman Sabre, so we stay pretty 
close to platoon headquarters. 

“What I’m looking forward to on 
Talisman Sabre is doing my job and driv-
ing the vehicles.

“This is my first Talisman Sabre, so it 
will be good to see all the joint services 
working together. 

“We’ve got US Marines, Air Force, 
the Navy involved; just that joint task 
force, so it will be good.”

Ptes Drew Johnson, left, 
and Matthew Kenafake 
from 1RAR prepare 
vehicles before deploying 
on Exercise Talisman 
Sabre at Lavarack 
Barracks. 
Photo: LACW Emma Schwenke

Commander 
3 Bde Brig 
Kahlil Fegan 
at Lavarack 
Barracks.

 Watch video at:  
https://youtu.be/CgH2b3UA-P8
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Service 
honoured  

Two Yolngu warriors stand beside the Colour Party during the NORFORCE 
Colours on Country tour at Ramingining, Arnhem Land.  Photos: Pte Jacob Joseph

NORFORCE marks 40 years of service with a Colours 
on Country tour.

COMMANDING Officer of  NOR-
FORCE, Regional Force Surveillance 
Group members and representatives 
from Army and Air Force units across 

the Darwin region recently participated in an un-
derstated yet significant cultural interchange – the 
bringing together of the Yolngu people of Arnhem 
Land’s Maa (spirit) with that of the NORFORCE 
regimental soul in a pilgrimage named Colours on 
Country.

As part of its 40th anniversary, Colours on 
Country involved the NORFORCE regimental 
colours spending two months travelling through-
out the NORFORCE AO, as far south as Alice 
Springs, the Kimberley region and Arnhem Land 
– a significant undertaking as a sign of respect to 
generations past and present who serve to protect 
the region, and to symbolise the unit’s spirit being 
with its people.

CO NORFORCE Lt-Col Gavin Ware said in 
the unit’s history, the colours had never left RHQ 
in Darwin. 

“It’s only right that our colours leave RHQ 
and go out into country; they belong with our 
people, and our people are in country,” Lt-Col 
Ware said.

Across the aisle, a brown escarpment broke 
the pale green treetops of Kakadu National Park 
on the way to Ramingining, East Arnhem Land. 

NORFORCE Arnhem Squadron member Cpl 
Jeremy Kee was one of the soldiers who greeted 
the Colours on Country group on arrival in the 
township.

He kept rhythm on the clapsticks when the 
Queen’s and NORFORCE Regimental Colour 
marched out of the bush onto an ad-hoc parade 
ground behind the local school. 

The Colour Party was then joined by a group 
of Indigenous NORFORCE veterans and Yolngu 
Elders.

These warriors carried the same weapons their 
grandfathers used when anthropologist Donald 
Thompson and a warrior named Raiwala came to 
Ramingining during WWII to recruit soldiers for 
the Northern Territory Special Reconnaissance 
Unit (NTSRU).

“This ceremony today is essentially two over-
lapping ceremonies,” Cpl Kee said.

“The Australian Army colours ceremony 
caught up with the overlapping history of the 

NTSRU and old Yolngu heroes, the Miringumirr 
(warriors) from around this AO.”

Yolngu tradition believes that like regimen-
tal colours, when a warrior forges a spear it is 
imbued with their Maa and that they may call 
on it in battle when they are fatigued. Similarly, 
Yolngu warriors believe that when certain spears 
are made and presented to another person it is the 
physical symbol of the unification of their spirits. 

In a historic moment, NORFORCE Arnhem 
Squadron Ptes Moses Wanambi and Rickisha 
Yaliyali were presented by the Arnhem Land 
Elders with special Yolngu weapons, carried by 
warriors for generations. 

Pte Wanambi was presented with four spears, 
two Gayit (shovel-nosed spear), a Yiki (knife) and 
a Galpu (spear thrower). In a similarly historic 
move, the Elders then presented Pte Yaliyali a 
Dhuna, a women’s fighting stick, to symbolise 
recognition of the equal role of Yolngu women in 
protecting country and serving as warriors.

To finish the day, the ceremonial party moved 
down the road to Gatji, convening under the same 
large tree where the ranks of the NTSRU were 
formed. 

The descendants of Raiwala, traditional own-
ers of the land, gathered alongside the party to 
share the stories and oral history of which they 
are so proud. 

Mr Thompson’s account when the unit was 
disbanded after just 15 months was a 300-page 
tome containing patrol reports, maps and descrip-
tions of his men, stories and images, which now 
exist in national archives and oral traditions.

The grandson of Raiwala held a portrait of the 
warrior Mr Thompson described as one of his best 
fighters and most loyal men, Raiwala’s muscular 
body ritually scarred with the horizontal lines of 
a man who had succeeded in his rite of passage.

Raiwala’s granddaughter, Rita Lilipiyama, 
spoke before the gathering dispersed.

“We invite you here to Gatji to hear about 
Raiwala,” she said.

“So his story continues on.”
One of her grandchildren is serving with 

NORFORCE and the other is about to start with 
Navy. Raiwala’s legacy and the legacy of the 
NTSRU lives with the men and women who con-
tinue to serve.
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The 2021 Corps Conference and Tobruk Dinner will be held at 
Puckapunyal during the period 8 – 10 September 2021.  
Activities will include a Circle the Wagons Happy Hour, Corps 
Conference and Tobruk Dinner.  

The theme for the Corps Conference is “RACT and the Army Objective Force.” SNCOs 
and above are encouraged to attend to participate and to update their knowledge on Corps 
issues. Further information is available on the RACT sharepoint page.

Sequence of Activities
Circle the Wagons Happy Hour         1700 hrs Wed 8 Sep 21.
Corps Conference         0800 – 1730 hrs Thu 9 & Fri 10 Sep 21.
Tobruk Dinner         1900 hrs 10 Sep 21.

Dress
Tobruk Dinner         Mess Dress Order 6B/6D and 6C for senior officers
All other activities         Dress Order 4A.

Payment   
Booking not confirmed until payment received.
All members will be rationed in for the Corps Conference.
Tobruk Dinner EFT RACT Central Funds BSB 833 205 Account No 20511793.  
Payment is due by 9 Aug 21.

Bookings
Members are to indicate their attendance via the spreadsheet on the RACT sharepoint page. 
Those members who have served 20 years or more and wish to be dined out at the Tobruk 
Dinner are to send their request via email to ract.hoccell@defence.gov.au  
Accommodation is NOT to be booked by individuals attending. Accommodation has been 
booked for the Conference. Booking are due by the 9 Aug 21.

2021 RACT CORPS CONFERENCE & TOBRUK DINNER  
8 – 10 September 2021
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ANTHROPOLOGIST Donald Thompson 
formed the ranks of the Northern 
Territory Special Reconnaissance Unit 
(NTSRU) in 1942 by enlisting Indigenous 
warriors to fight.

Today, NORFORCE is still using an 
unconventional approach to find soldiers 
for specialist roles. 

To meet the operational demands, the 
unit can enlist soldiers via a Regional 
Force Surveillance List (RFSL), a differ-
ent process to normal ADF recruiting. 

According to NORFORCE recruiting 
officer WO2 Paul Styles, soldiers with 
skills and knowledge to operate in remote 
locations can serve with NORFORCE, 
but they are limited to serving within 
the Regional Force Surveillance Group 
(RFSG). 

Like all units within the RFSG, 
NORFORCE is responsible for training 
from recruit through to patrol master as 
well as a range of specialist courses to 
support their remote operations. 

“There’s a whole lot more than IETs 
done in-house,” WO2 Styles said. 

“We find the applicant, conduct recruit 
and employment training, then run RFSG 
specialist courses like tactical craft opera-
tor, patrol signaller, combat first aid and 
driver’s courses.” 

A standard six-person patrol maintains 
a mix of skills, including land and marine 
insertion, long-range communications 
and advanced medics. These patrols 
are supported by survival, tracking and 
technical surveillance operators who are 
essential parts of the long-range recon-
naissance team.

More than a quarter of all soldiers 
who join NORFORCE enter through the 
RFSL recruitment stream.

NORFORCE could not operate with-
out the specialist knowledge it draws 
from the Indigenous community, accord-
ing to Arnhem Squadron patrol 2IC Cpl 
Jeremy Kee. 

“You would not be able to do this in a 
conventional way,” he said.

“It would be too restrictive and the 
individual would be too unfamiliar with 
the area. It would be nearly impossible.” 

Legacy lives on

Ptes Jessica 
Smith and 
Jimmy 
Gatji, from 
NORFORCE 
Arnhem 
Squadron, 
and a 
Yolngu 
woman, with 
a gift to the 
Ramingining 
community 
during the 
tour.

Ptes Rickisha Yaliyali and Moses Wanambi from NORFORCE Arnhem 
Squadron receive traditional weapons during the Colours on Country tour at 
Ramingining, Arnhem Land.

A walk through history

THE Northern Territory Special Reconnaissance 
Unit (NTSRU) was formed in 1942 to monitor 
any incursion by Japanese forces. It was part of 
a wider effort to surveil Northern Australia by the 
2/1 North Australia Observer Unit (NORFORCE 
predecessor and colloquially called the 
Nackeroos). 

However, due to the geography and isolation 
of Arnhem Land, it was decided that local men 
would be better suited to the task.

Donald Thompson spent years in Arnhem 
Land in the 1930s studying Indigenous cultures 
and was seconded to the Army to establish the 
NTSRU.

He sailed from Darwin to Arnhem Land 
with European and Indigenous men, includ-
ing Raiwala who was from the region and Mr 
Thompson’s right-hand man.

The pair made camp at Gatji, a Yolngu 
meeting place. More than 50 locals joined 

Mr Thompson and Raiwala, who united war-
ring clans in the area through Makarrata, a 
peacemaking ceremony performed at Trial Bay 
through ritual combat and bloodletting.

The men were guided by the Miringu tradi-
tions of law, discipline, skill and morale, and 
armed with weapons such as the Gayit and 
Yiki. They forged their weapons over days and 
weeks, blending design elements from the com-
mando smatchet knife.

“It took some time to convince these people 
they really could kill Japanese,” Mr Thompson 
wrote in his diary.

“The ring of iron on iron, the sound of forging 
of the ‘shovel spears’ were heard in the camp, 
the rasp of whetstones on spear blades.

“It would have been difficult for even a large 
enemy landing party to have progressed far into 
the territory of these warrior people.”
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Cpl Olivia Cameron

AFTER three busy months work-
ing with the Vanuatu Police Force 
(VPF) to progress the delivery of 
the Vanuatu Government National 
Emergency Radio Network, 
an ADF communications team 
returned home in late June.

The team achieved a significant 
milestone before departing.

When the installation of high 
frequency (HF) radio infrastruc-
ture took place on the island of 
Tanna, the entire Vanuatu archi-
pelago was connected through the 
emergency radio network.

Telecommunications riggers, 
radio operators and electricians 
from Army and RAAF connected 
the final provincial police head-
quarters with the installation of an 
HF radio mast, a solar-powered 
battery bank and an HF radio.

Connecting all remote police 
headquarters in Vanuatu has been 
the main goal of phase two of the 
project, with very high frequency 
(VHF) radio infrastructure also 
installed in Efate and Santo. 

C o n t i n g e n t  C o m m a n d e r 
Capt Todd Wilson has been on 
the ground since the project’s  
conception. 

“The main achievement of 
phase two was the connection of 
all provincial police HQs to the 
Vanuatu Government National 
Emergency Radio Network,” Capt 
Wilson said. 

“The second major milestone 
achieved has been the delivery of 
VHF coverage to 95 per cent of 
Efate and around 80 per cent of 
Santo.” 

This coverage, along with the 
provision of 100 handheld radios 
and 50 vehicle or building-mount-
ed radios, means the VPF now has 
the ability to coordinate emergen-
cy responses across departments 
and significantly reduce response 
times to emergency call-outs. 

The upgraded radio network 
will also enhance the police and 
mobile force’s ability to coordi-

nate daily tasks and serve their  
communities.

Tanna Police prosecutor Sgt 
Ketio Willie said the installation 
benefited the police by enabling 
daily communications off the 
island. 

“In my role, I send through 
weekly reports to the headquar-
ters. We find it difficult to send 
daily reports, that’s why we usu-
ally combine them because getting 
cellular reception is so difficult,” 
Sgt Willie said. 

“The installation of the HF 
radio will allow us to get daily 
reports back to Port Vila and to 
contact remote islands. 

“The radio is important to the 
community because it helps get 
communication when an emergen-
cy situation arises.”

Education has also been an 
important part of the project, with 
an ADF training team in Sola 
Island delivering hands-on training 
to VPF officers on the HF radio 
system.

The radios and training have 
already proved valuable, assisting 
in the safe rescue of three boys 
lost off the coast of Mota Lava in 
May.

One of the officers present, 
WO2 Roger Korani, called on 
his training when he was notified 
the boys had gone missing when 
their fishing boat drifted into open 
water and couldn’t be located. 

“Using the HF radio at Sola 
Police Post, I was able to get a 
message to Port Vila and organise 
an urgent rescue,” he said. 

After two days, the boys were 
located by Dr Mark Turnbull in his 
Wings of Hope plane.

“Without the radio I wouldn’t 
have been able to get communi-
cation off the island as the cel-
lular network was down. I really 
thank the Australian Government 
for funding this radio network so 
it can be used to help in situations 
like this,” WO2 Korani said.

Capt Wilson, who conducted 
reconnaissance of the islands 

before the beginning of the pro-
ject, said while Australia provided 
assistance with equipment and 
senior trained technicians, the pro-
ject would not have been possible 
without the skills and local knowl-
edge of the VPF and Vanuatu 
Mobile Force, along with the 
Maritime Wing members, brought 
to the installation and training 
teams. 

“Vanuatu and Australia have 
a strong partnership through the 
Defence Cooperation Program. 
This project over the past few 
months has strengthened these 
ties with VPF and ADF members 
working side-by-side for the deliv-
ery of all works and training,” 
Capt Wilson said. 

Vanuatu Police Maritime Wing 
Constable Sione Motoutorua 
travelled with the remote instal-
lation team on the RVS Tukoro 
for three weeks, installing the HF 
radio network at provincial police  
headquarters. 

“Working with the Australian 
Army has been a good experience. 
I have learnt a lot, especially how 
to operate the radio,” Constable 
Motoutorua said. 

“The Australian soldiers are 
really friendly and when they 
come to the islands, they not only 
concentrate on the radio but they 
blend in with the people and com-
munities, buying local food. We 
really appreciate that attitude 
towards community.” 

Capt Wilson acknowledged the 
privilege it had been to travel dur-
ing these unprecedented times. 

“It is a testament to both the 
Australian and Vanuatu govern-
ments in prioritising this project, 
which has allowed us to continue 
to work during the COVID-19 
environment and we are thankful 
for that,” he said. 

Phase two will continue later in 
the year with a focus on extending 
the VHF coverage and continua-
tion of police post installations.  

Radio team 
come home
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Sigs Hayley Freeman and Osama Ahmed, with Vanuatu Police Maritime Wing Constable Sione 
Motoutorua, install bracketing onto the roof of the Bwatnupni Police Post in Pentecost.
 Photos: Cpl Olivia Cameron

Cpl Olivia Cameron

SIG Hugh Broadbent has enjoyed 
immersing himself in the rich culture 
of Vanuatu while deployed in support 
of the Vanuatu Government National 
Emergency Radio Network project.

Sig Broadbent, of 7CSR, was 
deployed to Vanuatu three months ago as 
part of a training team.

The team has been working with the 
Vanuatu Police Force (VPF) to train 
and mentor officers in the very high fre-
quency (VHF) and high frequency (HF) 
radio systems and dispatch consoles, 
along with helping to set up their new 
communication centre at Vansec House at 
Port Vila.

As a battlespace communication spe-
cialist, Sig Broadbent said he enjoyed 
the challenge of getting communications 
working in tough situations and passing 
on his knowledge to the VPF. 

“The highlight for me has been meet-
ing locals and learning about their culture 
and families,” Sig Broadbent said. 

“Over the past three months, I have 
come to understand the importance of the 
garden, have had the privilege of seeing 
the nuances between islands and stayed in 
remote villages.” 

This is Sig Broadbent’s first deploy-
ment since he enlisted in the Army in 

2017, following in the footsteps of his 
father, aviation officer Maj Nicholas 
Broadbent.

“This deployment definitely sets the 
bar high for all future projects. It has 
been an amazing experience – very eye-
opening,” he said.

The focus of Sig Broadbent’s small 
team has been providing the VPF with the 
information and support for it to continue 
the training in-house. 

The team is training future instruc-
tors such as Vanuatu Mobile Force 
Cpl Yankee Willie, who completed 
radio training at the beginning of Sig 
Broadbent’s deployment.

Cpl Willie later travelled with the 
team to Luganville, Santo, to provide 
training in one of the official languages of 
Vanuatu: Bislama. 

“[Cpl Willie] has shown great knowl-
edge and enthusiasm towards the project 
and taught me a lot in terms of better 
tailoring the training to theVPF,” Sig 
Broadbent said.

Sig Broadbent said the work the team 
was doing in Vanuatu was completely dif-
ferent to what they did in Australia.

The work had expanded his under-
standing of radio systems and how 
critical these systems were in times of 
emergency. 

Signaller receives 
cultural lessons

Sig Hugh 
Broadbent, of 

7CSR, while 
deployed to 

Vanuatu. 
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SAPPERS from 3CER used 
experimentation and hands-
on learning to build on their 
demolitions knowledge during 

Exercise Phoenix Strike.
The week-long exercise in June 

was designed to enhance the sap-
pers’ understanding of explosive and 
mechanical breaching, through experi-
menting with a range of demolition 
methods.

16CE Sqn Troop Cmdr Lt James 
Bonney said such realistic training 
ensured his team was prepared for any 
real-world scenario. 

“We’re certainly experimenting 
with a lot of different methods of 
attack,” Lt Bonney said.

“This is important because the situ-
ation in the real world is always going 
to be dynamic and it’s important for us 
to have multiple ways to deal with the 
target.”

With training scenarios involving 
urban breaching, obstacle reduction 

and cutting charges in a safe and con-
trolled environment, the exercise also 
allowed the squadron’s senior mem-
bers to pass on pearls of wisdom to the 
more junior sappers.

After preparing the charges for 
each serial, the squadron came togeth-
er to discuss the different techniques 
used.

Spr Jack Tricarico said the hands-
on experience and learning from others 
was vital to building confidence within 
the team.

“It is really good to learn from 
someone in a more senior appoint-
ment,” Spr Tricarico said.

“It’s good to pass on the experience 
and knowledge to us younger sappers, 
so as we go up the ranks we can then 
pass it back down.” 

16CE Sqn provides 3 Bde with 
unique military engineering effects, 
with demolitions a key combat engi-
neering function employed regularly 
within the brigade.

Sappers from 3CER make an impact 
during Exercise Phoenix Strike, writes 

Capt Lily Charles.

Above: Soldiers from 3CER prepare explosives during the demolition training. Above right: 
A wooden pallet explodes during demolition training on Exercise Phoenix Strike held in 
Townsville.  Photos: Cpl Brodie Cross

 Watch video at:  
https://youtu.be/0kWm2fiRBZk

Off with 
a bang
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Pte Jacob Joseph

AT THE School of Infantry, where 
tactics and weapons are bread and 
butter, one soldier is working through 
a different type of education. 

Cpl David-Jose Pelaez spends his 
nights buried in paramedic textbooks 
as heavy as bricks.  

“I’m working long hours to take 
in all the course content,” Cpl Pelaez 
said. 

“Between keeping fit, work and 
all the study hours I have to put in, I 
don’t get as many days off as I’d like.” 

The section commander posted to 
Depot Coy, School of Infantry, always 
knew he wanted to do something in 
the medical field after completing 
Year 12 at Kanahooka High School, 
Dapto. 

But like many 18-year-olds, he was 
forced to choose between work and 
study. 

“I had a few interests in furthering 

my education, but I felt Army was 
something I wanted to do more than 
uni,” he said. 

After completing infantry initial 
employment training, Cpl Pelaez 
was posted to 1RAR, where he soon 
completed a combat first aid (CFA) 
course. 

“The CFA course solidified my 
future intentions with Army and 
education – I wanted to do both,” Cpl 
Peleaz said.  

Cpl Pelaez is in his first year of 
a part-time Bachelor of Paramedic 
Science at CQUniversity online. 

He said he would continue to 
serve as a full-time soldier because 
he enjoyed the work, but considered 
becoming a reservist in order to 
complete his degree. 

“Because I do enjoy Army, as 
much as you get thrown around, you 
get to do things you like all the time as 
well,” he said. 

Learning 
in many 
ways 

Cpl David-Jose Pelaez cleans the Skippy Badge at Depot Coy Headquarters, Singleton. 
 Photo: Pte Jacob Joseph
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THE accuracy and lethal-
ity of the Boxer combat 
reconnaissance vehicle 
(CRV) has impressed 

personnel on a turret conversion 
course. 

After several weeks of 
theory, members from 2/14LHR 
(QMI) travelled to the Wide Bay 
Training Area in late June for the 
live-fire component of the course, 
where they fired the main 30mm 
armament of the Boxer.

Lt Stefano Rankin was on 
the course to convert from the 
Australian Light Armoured 
Vehicle (ASLAV) to the Boxer 
CRV and said he was immedi-
ately impressed with the turret. 

“To fire the turret, it’s quite 
different to what we are used to. 
It’s very digitised, as opposed to 
the ASLAV,” Lt Rankin said.

“It is a very capable piece of 
equipment. 

“The fire control system on 
the Boxer is much more advanced 
than the ASLAV; it’s a more 
modern vehicle. I managed to hit 
targets in excess of 2500m.”

The Boxer CRV will replace 

the ASLAV, the current reconnais-
sance platform, which has been in 
service with the Army since the 
1990s. 

Members of 2/14LHR (QMI) 
say the advanced sights on the 
Boxer CRV sped up target identi-
fication and engagement. 

Lt Rankin said the most 
impressive part of the Boxer 
was the accuracy of the weapon 
system. 

“From the start – from zeroing 
straight through to engaging tar-
gets  – you are almost guaranteed 
a first-round hit. It’s a significant 
advantage to the ASLAVs,” he 
said.

“The accuracy of the weapon 
system is phenomenal compared 
to the ASLAV, and you are just 
able to see targets more clearly 
through the advanced sighting 
system.”

Tpr Brett Ward said firing the 
main 30mm armament after sev-
eral weeks of theory with the new 
turret was exhilarating.

“It was extremely satisfying 
firing it after being in the class-
room for weeks, so to get out 

here and live-fire it, to get rounds 
on targets, mostly first time, it’s 
extremely impressive,” he said.

“Just the incredible accuracy, 
even from the zeroing of the 
weapon, getting first-round hits 
with pinpoint accuracy, compared 
to the ASLAV, was really  
impressive.”

The bulk of the live-fire event 
was conducted from a static posi-
tion at the Wide Bay Training 
Area.

However, Lt Rankin said he 
believed firing on the move won’t 
be an issue with the Boxer. 

“The stabilisation system on 
the Boxer is very advanced,” he 
said.

“It has technology that calcu-
lates the movement of the vehicle 
to the target as well as the move-
ment of the target to the vehicle.

“This enables us to get first-
round hits almost all the time, 
even when on a battle run.”

The Boxer CRV is due to 
achieve initial operational capa-
bility in the second quarter of 
next year. 

The Boxer turret is impressing soldiers from 2/14 LHR 
(QMI), Capt Jesse Robilliard reports.

FIRST ROUND 
ON TARGET 

A Boxer CRV fires its main armament during live-fire training.
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FIRST ROUND 
ON TARGET 

A Boxer CRV 
stands on the 
firing point at Wide 
Bay Training Area 
during a turret 
conversion course. 
Photos: Pte Jacob Hilton

Soldiers from 2/14LHR (QMI) 
conduct a live-fire shoot 

from a Boxer CRV.

‘The accuracy of 
the weapon system 

is phenomenal 
compared to the 
ASLAV, and you 
are just able to 

see targets more 
clearly through the 
advanced sighting 

system.
– Lt Stefano Rankin 

2/14LHR (QMI) 
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Capt Taylor Lynch

AFTER an intense simulated 
battle against a fictional enemy, 
personnel from 7 Bde who par-
ticipated in a Joint Warfighting 
Assessment (JWA) gained valu-
able lessons from their time 
working with the US Army’s 
4 Infantry Division and other  
partners. 

A digital scenario set in the 
year 2028 was fought 24/7 for 
nearly two weeks alongside allies 
and partners in the US, British 
and Canadian armies, with the 
exercise held at Fort Carson, US.

The exercise allowed soldiers 
and officers to hone their com-
mand-and-control skills in a mul-
tinational environment. 

New technology and future 
capabilities were also tested to 
refine processes, prepare and 
better integrate with strategic  
partners. 

Commanding General of the 
US Army’s 4 Infantry Division 
Maj-Gen Matthew McFarlane 
explained the importance of the 
ADF’s cooperation with the US 
Army and other strategic partners 
on the JWA. 

“As a battlefield becomes 
increasingly faster, more lethal 
and more distributed, this exer-
cise enabled us to improve our 
interoperability and provide 
insight into the armies,” Maj-Gen 
McFarlane said. 

“We’re getting much better at 
the ability to provide a common 
operational picture across a mul-
tinational formation, but we also 
identified friction points we still 
need to refine with the systems 
we tested here. 

“JWA gave us an opportuni-
ty to learn and see our gaps and 
how we provide a shared under-
standing across a multinational 
division.”

Maj-Gen McFarlane high-
lighted some results he was 

Battle skills 
put to test

Australian Army captains from 7 Bde assess a friendly course of action during a simulated combat 
scenario while deployed on the Joint Warfighting Assessment at Fort Carson, Colorado. 
 Photo: Cpl Nicole Dorrett

AUSTRALIA’S Operation Linesmen 
contingent assisting HQ UN 
Command and the UN Command 
Military Armistice Commission con-
tinues to build trust and rapport with 
its Korean counterparts.

Operating in the demilitarised zone 
separating North and South Korea, 
the four-person team supports initia-
tives from the Comprehensive Military 
Agreement signed by the two Koreas 
in September 2018.

Monitoring the implementation 
of specific projects borne from the 
agreement and upholding the terms 
of the Korean Armistice Agreement, 
Commander of the Australian con-
tingent Sqn-Ldr Tim Lowther said 
forging strong working relationships 
across each Republic of Korea Army 
(ROKA) Task Force was critical to 
mission success.

“Working directly with ROKA per-
sonnel, the team has built a reputation 
of being approachable, helpful and 
reliable,” Sqn-Ldr Lowther said.

“It has been this cooperative repu-
tation that has enabled the observer 
team to effectively facilitate the 
ROKA mission while upholding the 
strict requirements of the armistice.”

Key to the mission has been the 
Australian team’s interpreter Sig 
Elizabeth Barnes.

With her Korean heritage, her 
insight into the local culture and fluen-
cy with the language, Signaller Barnes 
has been vital to the team. 

She said being chosen for the role 

as team interpreter had been a career 
highlight.

“Liaising with many elements and 
organisations has given me an appre-
ciation of how complex the division of 
military responsibility is,” Sig Barnes 
said.

“Each day comes with new discus-
sions and being able to ensure that 
intentions are conveyed effectively 
has been the most challenging part of 
the job.”

The team’s 2IC, Leut Eren Ulusoy, 
said working and developing strong 
professional relationships with the 
ROKA had been the most satisfying 
part of the job. 

“It has been enjoyable to interact 
with them on a daily basis. The sol-
diers on the ground have been enthusi-
astic in developing my understanding 
of Korea’s language and society. I will 
walk away from this experience with 
a newfound appreciation for Korean 
culture,” Leut Ulusoy said.

“I count myself lucky for the 
opportunity to work in a tri-service 
team within the wider umbrella of the 
UN Command. It has been a fantastic 
learning experience to get exposure 
from so many different elements with-
in the multinational and multi-service 
environment.

“Rotation 5 has benefited from 
the hard work of previous rotations 
and I’m proud to have contributed to 
the continuing success of Operation 
Linesmen into the future.” 

Heritage helps 
mission in Korea

‘Our enduring 
relationships, 

forged over 100 
years of fighting 

and training 
side-by-side, are 
as important as 
they ever have 

been.
– Brig Jason Blain, 
Commander 7 Bde

pleased with, including the testing 
of new systems between multina-
tional partners and the coalition’s 
ability to respond to threats quickly 
as a result of combined training such 
as JWA. 

“We got soldiers from across the 
multinational division hands-on to 
make it easier to use, to make it bet-
ter for commanders to visualise, and 
to enable our ability to fight more 
efficiently to make decisions quick-
er,” he said. 

Commander of 7 Bde Brig Jason 
Blain highlighted some of the chal-
lenges the brigade had to overcome 
and the lessons learnt from JWA 
from an Australian perspective. 

“It’s absolutely normal to have 
friction points on these exercises, 
but the benefit of being here in one 
location is finding solutions and 
looking at what each nation brings 
to the party, then adopting those 
solutions across the multinational 
division,” Brig Blain said.  

“The deployment of 140 mem-
bers from the brigade has provided 
an excellent means for our people 
to train in the simulated scenario 
alongside our close partners.

“The Australian Army is under-
taking profound modernisation 
to become more connected, pro-
tected, lethal and enabled within 
the joint force across multi-domain 
operations, and JWA has allowed 
us to hone our skills by testing 
future capabilities and concepts.”

Brig Blain said working with 
strategic partners in person and 
developing relationships that sim-
ply could not be replicated in a 
simulation was important.

“The exercise wasn’t just about 
refining our technological capabil-
ities, it was a means of continuing 
to develop the people-to-people 
links with our strategic partners 
that are so important to us,” he 
said.  

“Over my 30 years of service, 
I’ve worked alongside all of these 
uniforms, in operations and exer-
cises, with the common and unify-
ing goal of providing stability and  
security.

“Our relationships with the 
US, Great Britain and Canada 
are underpinned by deep lev-
els of cooperation through train-
ing exercises, intelligence shar-
ing, capability development, 
science and technology, indus-
try but, most importantly, those  
people-to-people links.

“Our enduring relationships, 
forged over 100 years of fighting 
and training side-by-side, are as 
important as they ever have been.”

After the exercise, more than 
140 ADF personnel travelled back 
to Queensland to complete their 
14 days of hotel quarantine before 
returning home to their families. 

Sig Elizabeth 
Barnes during 
Operation 
Linesman in 
South Korea.
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YURA everyone (hello in my 
native language).

The NAIDOC 2021 theme 
– Heal Country! – calls for 
all of us to continue to seek 
greater protections for our 
lands, our waters, our sacred 
sites and our cultural heritage 
from exploitation, desecration 
and destruction.

Country – that is more 
than a place, and inherent to 
our identity.

Country – that we 
speak about like a person 
sustaining our lives in 
every aspect – spiritually, 
physically, emotionally, 
socially and culturally.

NAIDOC 2021 invites 
the nation to embrace First 
Nations’ cultural knowledge 
and understanding of 
country as part of Australia’s 
national heritage and equally 
respect the cultures and 
values of Aboriginal peoples 
and Torres Strait Islanders 
as they do the cultures and 
values of all Australians.

For generations we have 
been calling for stronger 
measures to recognise, 
protect and maintain all 
aspects of our culture and 
heritage.We are still waiting 
for those robust protections.

This year’s theme 
also seeks substantive 
institutional, structural 
and collaborative reform – 
something generations of 
our Elders and communities 
have been advocating, 
marching and fighting for.

Healing country means 
finally resolving many of 
the outstanding injustices 
that impact the lives of our 
people.

It is about hearing and 
actioning the aspirations 
of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, 
which are the culmination of 
generations of consultation 
and discussions among our 
nations on a range of issues 
and grievances.

After 250 years, our 
children and our 
future generations 
deserve better.

We cannot afford 
to let pass the very 
real opportunity that 
now presents itself 
for reform based on a 
fundamental change 
in the relationship 
Australia has with 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
peoples.

Heal country, heal 
our nation.

Yuwayi, Aunty 
Lorraine 

HELD annually in July, NAIDOC 
Week is an opportunity for Defence 
personnel to reflect on reconciliation 
and strive to do more to cultivate a 
deeper understanding of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander cultures, 
histories and achievements. 

This year’s theme, “Heal 
Country!”, urged for stronger measures 
to recognise, protect and maintain all 
aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander cultures and heritage. 

Defence acknowledges NAIDOC 
Week as part of its commitment to 

the National Agreement on Closing 
the Gap, in line with the Defence 
Reconciliation Action Plan 2019-2022 
(D-RAP), as a way to share culture 
and embrace reconciliation. 

Reconciliation is a fundamental 
aspect of building capability through 
inclusion. 

The Defence Indigenous 
Champion and Deputy Secretary 
Estate and Infrastructure Group, Steve 
Grzeskowiak, said for more than a 
century, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander personnel had provided, 

and continued to provide, a vital 
contribution to Defence’s capability 
domestically and overseas.

A firm believer in capability 
through inclusion, Mr Grzeskowiak 
said he was proud of Defence’s 
recent achievement in reaching the 
government’s Indigenous participation 
target of 3 per cent as an integrated 
ADF and APS workforce. 

“Along with increasing 
Indigenous representation in 
Defence, Indigenous businesses will 
continue to be supported through our 

Message stick 
from Aunty 

Lorraine

A message stick is a  
form of communication 

traditionally used by 
Indigenous Australians. 
It is usually a solid piece 

of wood, around 20-
30cm long, etched with 

angular lines and dots. It is 
considered a form of proto 

writing. Message Sticks 
are often called letters by 

Aboriginal people.

commitment to increasing the 
number of contracts awarded to 
companies owned by Indigenous 
Australians,” Mr Grzeskowiak 
said. 

Defence Indigenous Cultural 
Adviser Norman Laing said 
Defence should be congratulated 
for the opportunities it had 
provided.

“It continues to offer 
Indigenous Australians 
opportunities through 
collaborative engagement, 
employment and economic 
development,” Mr Laing said.

“Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander personnel bring unique 
perspectives and experiences into 
the workplace. 

“Defence must continue 
to strive towards building an 
organisation in which Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
personnel and their unique 
cultures are respected and 
reflected.”

Hands-on healing
WO-N Deb Butterworth and PO Tala Roche add their handprints to the ‘Heal Country!’ artwork at a NAIDOC week event in Canberra. 
 Photo: PO Bradley Darvill
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Capt Kristen Cleland

A SHIELD has been installed at 
Ranger Barracks near Ballarat to 
honour the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander men and women who 
have served in 8/7RVR.

Barry Gilson, a Wathaurong 
man with family ties to the Army 
and Air Force, was shown the 
shield after he conducted a smoking 
ceremony at the barracks on July 6 
during NAIDOC Week.

Commander 8/7RVR Lt-Col 
Shaun Richards and RSM WO1 
Allan Ashman accompanied Mr 
Gilson at the shield’s unveiling. 

The Wathaurong Shield 
recognises the continuing 
connection to traditional lands 
and waters and pays respect to 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander men and women who have 
served in 8/7RVR in times of peace 
and war. 

The shield was created through 

an Aboriginal community-control 
organisation, Wathaurong Glass 
and Arts, a not-for-profit business 
based in regional Victoria that only 
employs Aboriginal staff.

Members of 8/7RVR and other 
4 Bde personnel took part in the 
smoking ceremony.

Mr Gilson shared stories of his 
ancestors and of the land on which 
Ranger Barracks was situated, 
which aligned with this year’s 
NAIDOC Week theme of “Heal 
Country!”. 

Lt-Col Richards said it was not 
only important to engage with local 
Indigenous peoples, but also to 
support the communities. 

“It was an honour to participate 
in the smoking ceremony,” Lt-Col 
Richards said. 

“We listened to stories Mr 
Gilson shared, including that of 
his grandfather who fought during 
WWII. 

“It is a reminder that for more 

than a century, Indigenous personnel 
have provided, and continue to 
provide, a vital contribution to 
Defence capability.”

Formation Indigenous Liaison 
Officer at 4 Bde, Capt Robert 
Powell, said connecting with the 
local Indigenous communities was 
a priority all year round. 

“NAIDOC Week gives us a 
chance to engage with the First 
Nations peoples of our area and 
allows us to show our commitment 
towards reconciliation, and Heal 
Country! resonates greatly,” Capt 
Powell said. 

“The smoking ceremony is 
an ancient custom that uses the 
burning and/or smouldering of 
native plants to cleanse the space in 
which the ceremony takes place. 

“This activity allowed members 
of the battalion to share culture, 
embrace reconciliation and enhance 
cultural understanding.”

A member of 8/7RVR walks 
through the ceremonial 

smoke at Ranger Barracks 
as part of NAIDOC Week. 

Photos: Pte Michael Currie

Shield of 
respect 
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Commander 8/7RVR Lt-Col Shaun Richards shows Wathaurong man Barry 
Gilson a Wathaurong glass shield inscribed with an Acknowledgment of 
Country at Ranger Barracks as part of NAIDOC Week.

A COY, 7RAR, took part in the 
SA community of Victor Harbor’s 
NAIDOC Week celebrations.

Forty members of the company 
participated in the community’s march 
through the town and a commemora-
tive service at the Soldiers’ Memorial 
Garden.

The service included a traditional 
smoking ceremony, Indigenous music 
and Dreamtime story readings, cour-
tesy of members of the Ngarrindjeri 
and Ramindjeri tribes, the traditional 
custodians of the land and waters sur-
rounding Victor Harbor.  

OC A Coy Maj Phillip Kennedy 
joined Victor Harbour’s Mayor Moira 
Jenkins in raising the Australian flag at 
the service.

“It was a privilege to be a part of 
this year’s NAIDOC Week and I, as 
well as the soldiers, look forward to 
future opportunities to work with the 
residents of Victor Harbour,” Maj 
Kennedy said.

Pte Andy Willems said he felt very 
privileged to be part of such a moving 
ceremony.

“To me, NAIDOC Week is a 
great opportunity to celebrate and 
learn about the histories, cultures and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples,” Pte Willems 
said.

Maj Kennedy said the activity 
provided the opportunity for 7RAR 
to gather with the community in a 
COVID-safe way to build important 
relationships.

“NAIDOC Week is an opportunity 
for Australians to come to gather, to 
enjoy the rich cultures of Australia and 
learn more about Indigenous customs 
and traditions,” he said. 

After the commemorative service, 
the soldiers joined the community for 
lunch, which was provided by the local 
Rotary Club, before kicking off some 
sporting activities for children. 

A chance to connect



The Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal (the Tribunal) 
has been directed to inquire into and report on unit recognition 
for the Royal Australian Navy Helicopter Flight Vietnam (the 
RANHFV). 

In particular, the Tribunal is to examine relevant evidence and 
consider whether it is appropriate that the RANHFV be awarded 
an Australian unit decoration or another form of recognition for its 
service in South Vietnam from October 1967 to June 1971.   

Interested persons and groups are invited to make submissions 
to this Inquiry.  Full terms of reference, and guidance on making a 
submission, is available on the Tribunal’s website at 
www.defence-honours-tribunal.gov.au.

Submissions are requested by 16 June 2017.
DPSMAY014/17
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consider whether it is appropriate that the RANHFV be awarded 
an Australian unit decoration or another form of recognition for its 
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INQUIRY INTO UNIT RECOGNITION FOR 
AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE SERVICE  

IN SOMALIA
Call for Submissions

The Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal (the Tribunal) 
has been directed to inquire into and report on recognition for 
Australian Defence Force units that served in Somalia between 
1992 and 1995.

In particular, the Tribunal is to examine relevant evidence and 
consider whether it is appropriate that any Australian units 
that served in Somalia between 1992 and 1995 be awarded a 
Meritorious Unit Citation, or another form of further recognition for 
service.  In doing so, the Tribunal is to have regard to the eligibility 
criteria for the Meritorious Unit Citation, as set out in the Unit 
Citations Regulations, or other relevant Regulations.

The Tribunal is to report, in writing, to the Minister for Defence 
Personnel on the findings and recommendations that arise from 
the inquiry.  

Submissions to the Tribunal close on 31 August 2021, and can be 
lodged online through the Tribunal’s website.  
More information about making a submission can be found at 
www.defence-honours-tribunal.gov.au.  
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Rising to the 
challenge 

Army’s newest qualified combat arms  
officers participated in Exercise Gauntlet Strike,  

Capt Tom MacLean reports.

ARMY’S newest qualified combat arms 
officers have risen to the challenge of 
combat team command during Exercise 
Gauntlet Strike at the Puckapunyal 

Military Training Area.
Held from June 26 to 30, Gauntlet Strike was 

the culminating activity of the armour Regimental 
Officer Basic Course in tanks, cavalry, artillery, 
engineers, and the Mechanised Regimental Officer 
Course for infantry officers.

Commandant Combined Arms Training Centre 
Puckapunyal Col David McCammon said the 
courses qualified Army’s latest cohort of combat 
arms lieutenants to confidently command their 
soldiers.

“This world-class training is purposefully 
demanding,” Col McCammon said. 

“Army expects these men and women to 
confidently lead. 

“It ensures the next generation of combat leaders 
are equipped to fight and win the battle in any 
condition or environment they are asked to operate 
in.

“I’m confident they can meet the challenge of 

command and face the complexities of our rapidly 
changing warfighting domains now and into the 
future.”

The lieutenants successfully completed platoon 
and troop activities as a combat team against a 
realistic opposition force. 

Training to be a tank troop commander, Lt Levi 
Ross said it was a great feeling to see the team 
starting to work together.

“Being able to do your part as a team member 
and see the result, and particularly for tanks, it’s a 
pretty awesome result,” Lt Ross said.

For Lt Jake Mouritz, learning to be a cavalry 
troop leader has been the culmination of two years 
of training.

“It’s something I’ve aspired to do since I was 
young,” Lt Jake Mouritz said.      

Lt Hunter Preston has been training on the 
Mechanised Regimental Officers Course.

“It’s definitely an awesome thing to see it all 
slowly build up and come together and be able to 
operate with those other call signs from different 
corps,” he said.

 Watch the video at:  
 https://youtu.be/6Lu-k0gcOgM

An M1A1 Abrams fires its main armament 
during live-fire training for Exercise Gauntlet 
Strike at Puckapunyal Military Training Area. 
Photo: Cpl Robert Whitmore



Enquiries: 
T: 1300 99 OPEC  
E: admin@opeccollege.edu.au 

www.opeccollege.edu.au

Turn your military 
experience into nationally 
recognised qualifications

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 
converts your hard-earned experience 
into fast-tracked qualifications.

Undertake our free, no-obligation 
preliminary assessment to see where 
your experience can take you.

We offer a wide variety of courses 
including the very latest in Business.

RTO 41595

July 22, 2021 Exercise Gauntlet Strikedefence.gov.au/news/armynews

Teamwork helps 
juniors succeed

A REPUBLIC of Fiji Military 
Forces lieutenant has 
also become one of just 
a handful of officers to 

graduate as a combat engineer 
troop leader after passing a 
gruelling Australian Army training 
course during Exercise Gauntlet 
Strike.

Lt Viliame Tagivetaua has been 
training at the Puckapunyal Army 
Base north of Melbourne since 
January.

“It’s been good training. I’ve 
learnt a lot,” Lt Tagivetaua said.

“My favourite part has been 
the demolitions. All engineers love 
demolitions.”

The 47-year-old father of four 

has been in the Republic of Fiji 
Military Forces for 27 years. He 
joined as a sapper and has risen 
through the ranks.

Lt Tagivetaua said he enjoyed 
working with the Australian Army’s 
62-tonne M1A1 tanks.

“It’s been good to study in the 
classroom about tanks and now to 
be working with tanks in the field,” 
Lt Tagivetaua said.

He will return to Fiji as the 
Alpha Troop Commander in 1 Rural 
Development Sqn, based in the 
Northern Division.

“I’ll pass onto others some of 
the procedures and doctrine I’ve 
learnt while training in Australia,” Lt 
Tagivetaua said.

Taking knowledge 
back home to Fiji

A HANDFUL of junior 
officers graduated as 
new tank troop  
 commanders after 

passing a gruelling training 
course last month.

Lts Jake Mouritz and Levi 
Ross faced many long rainy days 
and longer muddy nights during 
Exercise Gauntlet Strike. 

For Lt Mouritz, his 
graduation as a new cavalry troop 
commander was something he 
has dreamt about for a long time. 

“Being a cavalry team troop 
leader has been the culmination 
of two years of training,” Lt 
Mouritz said. 

“It’s something I’ve aspired to 
do since I was young.”

He said he made lifelong 
friendships during the course.

“We’ve been through thick 

and thin. The weather here wasn’t 
the best, but it certainly brought 
us closer together,” he said. 

The scenarios combined tanks, 
combat reconnaissance vehicles, 
armoured troop carriers, infantry, 
combat engineers and artillery for 
a combined attack. 

The different crews proved 
they could work together to 
defeat a large enemy force.

“Cavalry is a very unique 
role,” Lt Mouritz said. 

“Our job requires us to move 
very fast, very quickly, over a 
large sparse of terrain.

“We’re required to bring an 
effect to the battlefield quite often 
against an enemy superior to our 
number.”

Lt Levi Ross said he enjoyed 
the teamwork during the exercise. 

“When the team starts to work 

together you get that great feeling 
of being able to do your part as a 
team member and see the result,” 
he said.

“The requirement to be 
mentally sharp at all times 
in order to continue to move 
these machines around is a big 
requirement of an armoured corps 
troop leader.” 

The crews had to manoeuvre 
their 62-tonne, M1A1 tanks 
across rolling hills and fire the 
120mm main cannon into life-
sized mock enemy vehicles that 
popped up more than 2km away.

“Tanks provide an unrivalled 
capability on the ground when 
it comes to firepower and 
protection,” Lt Ross said. 

“No other platform can 
provide what they do, so they can 
be the tipping point for a battle.” 

An ASLAV 
fires its 
M242 
25mm 
Bushmaster 
chain gun 
during the 
exercise. 

Lt Jake Mouritz 
during Exercise 
Gauntlet Strike.

Photos: Cpl Robert 
Whitmore
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Lt Viliame 
Tagivetaua on 

Exercise Gauntlet 
Strike. 

Photo: Cpl Jarrod 
McAneney
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Defence looking for 
industry input

THE 2020 Defence Strategic 
Update identified the need for 
Defence to act with greater inde-
pendence in an increasingly con-
tested strategic environment.

In March, the Government 
announced the acceleration of 
a $1 billion Sovereign Guided 
Weapons and Explosive Ordnance 
Enterprise to boost skilled jobs 
and help secure Australia’s sover-
eign defence capabilities.

The Department of Defence 
has issued a request for informa-
tion seeking input from industry 
and academia regarding capacity 

and interest in participating in the 
enterprise. 

Feedback is also being sought 
on the potential roles that organi-
sations could play to assist the 
Commonwealth and Department 
of Defence in the delivery of all or 
parts of the enterprise.

The enterprise provides sig-
nificant opportunities in advanced 
manufacturing for Australian 
small to medium businesses. 

To achieve this, the 
Government will partner with 
Australian industry and deliver 
on the its commitment to growing 

Australian industry and securing 
jobs. 

Defence is in the plan-
ning phase of establishing the 
Enterprise, including defining 
key requirements, and is seeking 
industry input through this request 
for information (published on 
AusTender).

Defence will continue to engage and col-
laborate with industry to deliver a genuine 
sovereign guided weapons capability and 
will soon provide details of a forthcoming 
information session to interested parties. 
Register interest for the information ses-
sion at GWEO.industry@defence.gov.au

The enterprise will 
provide the enabling 
ecosystem to 
support Defence’s 
inventory of guided 
weapons and 
explosive ordnance.

Home for 
posting
Wg-Cdr Jaimie Abbott

CPL Victoria Takai felt fortunate 
to return to country after posting 
to Thursday Island for her role as a 
communication systems operator.

Earlier this year, she was posted to 
C Coy, 51FNQR, at Sarpeye Barracks. 

Cpl Takai identifies as both an 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
woman and is one of just seven full-
time staff on the Island, among the 
100 personnel within the sub-unit. 

More than 90 per cent of the team 
are from the region.

“For some people, posting to the 
Torres Strait is considered a remote 
location, but I was born on Thursday 
Island and felt so fortunate to come 
home and be a part of protecting the 
Torres Strait, in addition to spending 
time with my family,” Cpl Takai said.

Cpl Takai joined the Army at 18 
after realising she needed a career 
change. 

“At one point in high school I was 
working three jobs while studying,” 
she said.

“I switched to full-time in food 
retail when I finished, and at 18 when 
they offered me a management role, 
it gave me a choice to continue down 
that path or try something different 
and join the ADF.”

As part of her role, Cpl Takai 
managed cutting-edge technology such 
as satellite terminals and advanced 
security equipment to provide military 
communications across different 
networks around the world.

She said no day in signals was ever 
the same and her career included an 
attachment to an amphibious infantry 
battalion as part of the whole-of-
Defence amphibious training across 
land and sea. 

This contributed to her desire to 
work in more complex roles within the 
battlespace communication specialist 
field, where she trained in tactical, 
voice and data communications, 
advanced field antenna construction, 
network security and specialised 
software applications.

In addition to the duties expected 
of her rank and trade, she was required 
to operate dislocated from the nearest 
signal support in the complex and 
culturally diverse area of the Torres 
Strait. 

She has also assisted in remote 
Indigenous community engagement 
and recruiting operations and believed 
her previous success in retail has 
helped her readily build rapport. 

Cpl Takai also mentored other 
Army members by providing training 
and instruction, including basic soldier 
skills, individual weapons handling, 
and operating and maintaining 
communication equipment as part of 
the Regional Force Surveillance Unit.  

Cpl Victoria Takai in 
Thursday Island.

‘... I was born 
on Thursday 

Island and felt 
so fortunate 

to come home 
and be a part of 
protecting the 
Torres Strait ...

– Cpl Victoria Takai,
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Quick-fire questions

Answers

1.  How many hearts does an 
octopus have? 

2.  What two planets in our solar 
system possess no moons? 

3.  Where is the Grand Canal? 

4.  Zagreb is the capital of what 
European country? 

5.  Who founded the city of 
Singapore? 

6.  How many arms does a squid 
have? 

7.  What year was the movie Titanic 
released? 

8.  Electrum is a natural alloy of 
silver and what other metal? 

9.  Who wrote Great Expectations? 

10.  Who was the wife of Louis 
XVI?

1. Three. 2. Mercury and Venus. 3. Venice. 4. Croatia. 5. Stamford Raffles. 6. 10. 
7. 1997. 8. Gold. 9. Charles Dickens. 10. Marie Antoinette.

How many hearts 
does an octopus 

have? (Q1) 
Photo: Serena Repice Lentini 

on Unsplash

Book review by  
Sgt Dave Morley

A CHANCE meeting with a 
South African National Parks 
expert on the use of traditional 
beliefs and medicines among 
poachers and National Parks 
rangers led to the theme of Tony 
Park’s latest novel, Blood Trail. 

His offering for 2021 is every 
bit as good, if not slightly better, 
than his previous 18 novels.

He continues with his win-
ning formula of sex, violence, 
mystery, murder, mayhem, flash 
weapons and Land Rovers, but 
throws witchcraft into the mix 
this time around.

The book is set  around 
Kruger National Park, and Mr 
Park’s intricate boots-on-the-
ground knowledge of the area 
shows he’s been there and done 
it, sometimes twice.

Mr Park revives his heroine, 
Capt Sannie van Rensburg of the 
South African Police Service, 
and has her working with wild-
life rangers chasing down rhino 
poachers at a game ranch in 
northern South Africa.

At the centre of the investiga-
tion is the power of traditional 
healers, known in the old days as 
“witch doctors”, and their power 
over both poachers and the wild-
life guards protecting the rhino.

Just when you think you’ve 
worked out “whodunit”, the story 
takes a brilliantly sharp turn you 
won’t see coming.

Crime wave

Mr Park captures the character 
of the African bush so well you can 
almost feel the heat of the sun on 
your back as you read.

This bloke’s books all have one 
thing in common: once you start 
reading them you’ll find them hard 
to put down. 

The only disappointment when 
you read one is that you’ll have to 

wait another 12 months for the next 
one.

If you’re one of those people 
who judge a book by its cover, you 
won’t be disappointed with this one.

Mr Tony Park was an Army 
Reserve air despatcher and, later, 
a major, serving six months in 
Afghanistan as a public affairs offic-
er in 2002.
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Blood 
Trail is a 
thrilling 
new 
read that 
continues 
Mr Park’s 
winning 
formula 
of sex, 
violence, 
mystery, 
murder, 
mayhem, 
flash 
weapons 
and Land 
Rovers.
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Pushing it to the limit

Sarah Collins

ABOUT 150 personnel from HQJOC 
and attached components have taken 
part in a push-up challenge for a good 
cause.

In just 25 days, more than 300,000 
push-ups were completed and $6000 
raised for Canberra Headspace and 
Lifeline.

The Push for Better Foundation runs 
the annual fundraiser to complete push-
ups that reflect mental health statistics, 
for example, if 17.7 per cent of veterans 

met the criteria for PTSD in the past 12 
months, 177 push-ups should be com-
pleted on each day of the challenge.

The HQJOC effort was coordinated 
by Flt-Lt Victoria Azzopardi, a repeat 
participant who wanted to promote the 
cause and its benefits among a popula-
tion exposed to stressful situations.

“The push-up challenge was an 
opportunity to remind everyone to 
understand how important maintaining 
mental and physical health is to work 
productivity,” Flt-Lt Azzopardi said.

Challengers supported the organisa-
tions, which ultimately supported many 

Defence members, their families and  
veterans.

“All this while helping get prepared 
for the next personal fitness test,” Flt-Lt 
Azzopardi said.

She hoped next year would bring 
even more participation across Defence. 

“The greatest outcome we’ve had is 
increased awareness – 148 participants 
signed up this year, compared to just 
two last year,” she said.

To donate visit www.thepushupchallenge.com.au/
community/hqjoc-and-components

Some HQJOC and Spotless 
personnel participate in the Push 
For Better push-up challenge 
on the Walter Roy Hyles Field at 
HQJOC Bungendore.

Pte Melanie Norris celebrates with medallists from the local school sports day held before the AACAP 2021 
opening ceremony.

LCpl Aaron Gerard, of 7RAR, plays football with a member of the 
community during an Army engagement day at Victor Harbor, SA. 
 Photo: Pte Saar Hayon

Spr Alana 
Speir, of 

22ER, cuts a 
fallen branch 

on the side 
of the road 
at Boolarra 

South during 
the Victoria 

clean-up 
efforts after 
the severe 

storms. 
Photo: Tpr Joseph 

Bruce
CA Lt-Gen Rick Burr learns about the capability of the 
HDT Hunter Wheeled Offload Logistics Follower from Pte 
Mathew Dowsett of 1RAR, during his visit to Lavarack 
Barracks.  Photo: Cpl Brodie Cross
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Enjoy tax savings with 
a Novated Lease from 
Fleet Network.

THE COMPLETE CAR SOLUTION. 
Finance payment & running costs, 
all covered in one easy & affordable 
deduction from your take home pay. 

1300 738 601
contact@fleetnetwork.com.au
fleetnetwork.com.au

EXCLUSIVE 

OFFER

Receive a FREE BONUS GIFT with 

your next vehicle purchase*

*Terms & Conditions Apply

FUELFINANCE SERVICINGREGISTRATION TYRESINSURANCE

FLEET1

DRIVE 
YOUR 
WAY TO 
SAVINGS



Boxer CRV 
impresses at 

turret conversion 
course
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TRAINING

A soldier from 2/14LHR (QMI) inspects 
his vehicle’s main armament during a 
Boxer turret conversion course at Wide 
Bay Training Area, Queensland. 
Photo: Pte Jacob Joseph
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