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THE FIRST 25 YEARS

As is often the case, the history of the Army Acquisition Corps (AAC) doesn't begin with its actual founding. Rather, it begins in the
recommendations of the Packard Commission and the Goldwater-Nichols Defense Reorganization Act of 1986. As a result of that
legislation, the Army adopted a three-tiered acquisition management chain in 1987 that consisted of the Army acquisition executive,
program executive officers (PEOs) and project or product managers. PEOs were given responsibility for cost and performance of specific
acquisition programs, and project and product managers in turn reported to their respective PEOs. Twenty PEOs were established on May
1, 1987. GEN Carl E. Vuono signed the memo that would create the AAC in 1989. The Defense Workforce Improvement Act followed in

1990, and Defense Acquisition University followed quickly in 1991.

This timeline of the first 25 years combines input from the PEOs with Army AL&T magazine staff research. It is not intended to be
exhaustive, but to provide a general overview of how far the AAC and the Army Acquisition, Logistics and Technology Workforce have

come in 2 1/2 decades.
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ACRONYMS

* AAMTI: AMEDD Advanced Medical
Technology Initiative

* ACAT: Acquisition Category

* ACMO: Army Career Management Office

® ACWA: Assembled Chemical Weapons
Alternatives

* AHIP: Army Helicopter Improvement Program

* ALS: Analytical Laboratory System

* AMC: Army Materiel Command

* AME PO: Aviation Mission Equipment Project
Office

* AMEDD: Army Medical Department

* AMD: Air and Missile Defense

* AMMO: Ammunition

* AMRDEC: Aviation and Missile Research,
Development and Engineering Center

© AMSAA: Army Materiel Systems Analysis
Activity

* Army SSC: Army Soldier Systems Center

* C3T: Command, Control and
Communications — Tactical

* CAB: Combat Aviation Brigade

* CASUP: Cockpit and Sensor Upgrade Program

* COMETS: Combat Medic Training System

* CREW: Counter-Radio Controlled IED
Electronic Warfare

* CROWS: Common Remotely Operated
‘Weapon Station

* CS&CSS: Combat Support and Combat
Service Support

* CST: Civil Support Team

* C/T2: Commercialization/Technology Transfer

* CWA: chemical weapons agent

* DAWIA: Defense Acquisition Workforce
Improvement Act

¢ ECTD: Electronic Common Technical
Document

* EIS: Enterprise Information Systems

* ENVG: Enhanced Night Vision Goggle,
AN/PSQ-20

Field Artillery Systems

* FBCB2: Force XXI Battle Command Brigade
and Below

* FIOTV: Female Improved Outer Tactical Vest

* GCS: Ground Combat Systems

* GFEBS: General Fund Enterprise Business
Systems

® GPALS: Global Protection Against Limited
Strikes

* HETS: Heavy Equipment Transporter System

* HMMWYV: High Mobility Multipurpose
‘Wheeled Vehicle

 IED: Improvised explosive device

* IEW&S: Intelligence, Electronic Warfare and
Sensors

 JBAIDS: Joint Biological Agent Identification
and Diagnostic System

* JMC: Joint Munitions Command

* JPEO CBD: Joint Program Executive Office for
Chemical and Biological Defense

* LUH: Light Use Helicopter

* MPLH: Multipurpose Lightweight Helicopter

* MRAP: Mine Resistant Ambush Protected
vehicle

® OIF: Operation Iragi Freedom

* PAdM AGSE: Product Manager for Aviation
Ground Support Equipment

 RFI: Rapid Fielding Initiative

* SAP: Systems Application Programming

* STAMIS: Standard Army Management
Information Systems

© STARS: Surveillance Target Attack Radar
System

* STRI: Simulation, Training and Instrumenta-
tion

* TATRC: Telemedicine and Advanced
Technology Research Center

* TRADOC: U.S. Army Training and Doctrine
Command

* USAARL: U.S. Army Acromedical Research
Laboratory

* USACEHR: U.S. Army Center for
Environmental Health Research

* USAMMA: U.S. Army Medical Materiel
Agency

* USARIEM: U.S. Army Research Institute of
Environmental Medicine

* UAS: Unmanned aircraft systems

* UCS: Unified Command Suite

© WIN-T: Warfighter Information Network -
Tactical

* WMD: Weapons of mass destruction

© WRAIR: Walter Reed Army Institute of
Research




